Steven E. Jones, 13 March 2010

Dear Friends,

  
I.   I have been reviewing some of the actions of BYU relative to me and wish to point out the GOOD side of what happened to me.

 1.   BYU put me on administrative leave for my research on 9/11 -- but while clearly stating that "The university doesn't have an opinion regarding the theory." 

Quote:

	http://www.heraldextra.com/content/view/193556/4/ 

“Jones was placed on administrative leave for publishing a theory that explosives 

were involved in the towers' collapse through channels university officials deemed inappropriate,"

 BYU spokesperson Carri Jenkins said.

"The university doesn't have an opinion regarding the theory," she said.


This was an important distinction -- BYU was specifically NOT denigrating my "theory" that explosives were involved in the World Trade Center towers' collapse, as you see from the statement to the press by the BYU spokesperson.  It was never clear to me why the channels I chose were "inappropriate" (one was the Utah Academy of Arts and Sciences, April 2006 which was reviewed and approved by a fellow BYU Physics Professor), but the point is that BYU did NOT take a position on my 9/11 work and they made that point very clear.  

2.   BYU allowed me to continue my research on 9/11 after I was placed on admin leave, particularly regarding the dust generated during the collapse of the Towers, and even encouraged that research. It was important to the work that I was allowed to use the electron microscopes at BYU for this research. Dr. Jeffrey Farrer, director of the Transmission Electron Microscopy Laboratory at BYU was (and still is) permitted to work with me.   

3.   Based on that research at BYU, a group of scientists wrote the paper now published in the Open Chemical Physics Journal, "Active Thermitic Material Discovered in Dust from the 9/11 World Trade Center Catastrophe," April 2009. BYU reviewed the paper prior to publication and found it to represent sound science, and approved it for publication in the Open Chemical Physics Journal. Specifically the chair of the BYU Department of Physics and Astronomy approved publication and said this was sound scientific research.

4.   There were two authors from BYU listed on that paper, Dr. Farrer (as second author) and Daniel Farnsworth. Their affiliation with the BYU Department of Physics and Astronomy was listed in the paper, with the approval of BYU.
Quote:

	http://www.bentham-open.org/pages/content.php?TOCPJ/2009/00000002/00000001/7TOCPJ.SGM
Deseret News article on the paper:

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705295677/Trace-explosives-in-911-dust.html



5.   About the same time as this paper was published, I was made an Emeritus Professor of Physics at BYU.
6.   BYU explained that they had been under considerable pressure to let me go, which is to their credit to admit this. We know from press releases that Dick Cheney's office contacted BYU; and this resulted in Cheney's coming to BYU to give a commencement address just three months after my "early retirement" from BYU. BYU -- also to its credit -- allowed TWO on-campus demonstrations against the policies of Dick Cheney. I understand that outside of Utah, it was these on-campus protests against Cheney that received favorable attention (how many protests has BYU allowed through the years?). 

    In view of these contributions to 9/11 research, my friend and fellow 9/11-researcher Kevin Ryan said "Hurray for BYU!" And I have to agree.

Steven E. Jones 

Emeritus Professor of Physics

II.  Reply from Professor Niels Harrit, Department of Chemistry, University of Copenhagen, Denmark (March 13, 2010)

Steven:    I am glad that you can see beyond your own (and ours!) annoyance and point to the positive aspects of BYUs handling of their situation.            

            Let me hasten to join Kevin and cheer for BYU – loud and clear.
We have to acknowledge the political space they live and operate in, and BYU deserves the credits you point out.
One senses a high level of decency at BYU. 
Kind of the same thing I feel in the mainstream press these days. The young journalists try to squeeze some information in and take the discussion as far as they can before they run their head into the editors hammer.
 
Regards
Niels

III.  I was teaching Physics in what turned out to be my last class at BYU in September 2006 on a beautiful Thursday morning. Little did I know that that afternoon I would be told my teaching duties (which were to me a great opportunity) would be suspended indefinitely. I had no idea.

But the Lord knew. And He prompted me to bear my testimony of the Savior Jesus Christ in that last class. I thought that impression seemed out of place as this was a class on Newtonian Physics... but then the impression came again, strongly. So I paused right there in my class and bore my testimony to the students (roughly 140 students) whom I loved of my love and devotion to the Savior and of my abiding testimony of Him. 

How grateful I was, later, that I had a chance to bear my testimony of my Savior in my last Physics class ever at BYU!

That peace, that testimony, continued with me in the difficult days ahead as I was placed on Administrative Leave. And as I look back, the Lord turned this difficulty into a good thing overall (as discussed in a separate thread).

I have had the opportunity since then to travel to numerous cities in the US, Canada and Australia to discuss my findings on 9/11 -- and to give away Books of Mormon to those interested in what it says about secret combinations in the last days (Mormon 8, Ether 8, Helaman 6-3Nephi 9). I have given Books of Mormon to David Ray Griffin, Kevin Ryan and to a Muslim Professor who wanted to hear what it says about these conspiracies -- as President Benson said, not "conspiracy theory" but "conspiracy fact". 

I have tried to stick with the facts, the observations made in the dust of 9/11 in particular. We all saw it -- these enormous clouds of dust generated as the THREE (not just two) giant skyscrapers in NY City were brought to the ground that day. 

Quote:

Ether 8:24 Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall see these things come among you that ye shall awake to a sense of your awful situation, because of this secret combination which shall be among you; or wo be unto it, because of the blood of them who have been slain; for they cry from the dust for vengeance upon it, and also upon those who built it up."

[Quoted by President Packer at BYU Devotional in January 2007, the same month I early-retired from BYU.]

The blood of those slain cries from the DUST for the Lord's vengeance on the secret combination... please note -- 

Quote:  “wo… also upon those who built it up” -- Moroni
Let us not be among the number of those who support or build up this secret combination in the last days. The Lord's Prophet has helped us identify who they are:
Quote:

"The Book of Mormon… in its descriptions of the problems of today’s society, it is as current as the morning newspaper and much more definitive, inspired, and inspiring concerning the solutions of those problems….The people succumbed to the wiles of ambitious and scheming leaders who oppressed them with burdensome taxes, who lulled them with hollow promises… These evil schemers led the people into terrible wars that resulted in the death of millions and the final and total extinction of two great civilizations…." Pres. Hinckley, Ensign, Aug 2005
Who are these " scheming leaders who oppressed them with burdensome taxes, who lulled them with hollow promises"? Why, this is not Al Qaeda or the Italian mafia or gangs, they did not oppress us with "burdensome taxes" or 'lull us with "hollow promises." 

No, the Prophet is clearly identifying those "scheming leaders who oppressed them with burdensome taxes, who lulled them with hollow promises". 

Can't you see that these are elected leaders of whatever party, just as happened in the Book of Mormon when the Gadiantons got into the government?

Quote:

Helaman 6:

38 And it came to pass on the other hand, that the Nephites did build them up and support them [the secret combination, the Gadiantons], beginning at the more wicked part of them, until they had overspread all the land of the Nephites, and had seduced the more part of the righteous until they had come down to believe in their works and partake of their spoils, and to join with them in their secret murders and combinations.

39 And thus they did obtain the sole management of the government, insomuch that they did trample under their feet and smite and rend and turn their backs upon the apoor and the meek, and the humble followers of God.

40 And thus we see that they were in an awful state, and ripening for an everlasting destruction.

Yes, the Book of Mormon was written for our day:  “thus they did obtain the sole management of the government,”
Hmmm... could that be the case today? seems that would imply the leaders in management of the government who oppress the people with burdensome taxes... 

Quote:

"The people succumbed to the wiles of ambitious and scheming leaders who oppressed them with burdensome taxes, who lulled them with hollow promises… These evil schemers led the people into terrible wars that resulted in the death of millions and the final and total extinction of two great civilizations…." -- Pres. Hinckley in the Ensign

Wait -- surely Pres. Hinckley was aware that the secret combinations in the government were the ones in the Book of Mormon that brought about the destruction of these "two great civilizations" (Jaredites and Nephites) -- for Moroni states it very clearly and pointedly in that great Book:

Quote:

Ether 8:

20 And now I, Moroni, do not write the manner of their oaths and combinations, for it hath been made known unto me that they are had among all people, and they are had among the Lamanites.

21 And they have caused the destruction of this people of whom I am now speaking, and also the destruction of the people of Nephi.
22 And whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combinations, to get power and gain, until they shall spread over the nation, behold, they shall be destroyed; for the Lord will not suffer that the blood of his saints, which shall be shed by them, shall always cry unto him from the ground for vengeance upon them and yet he avenge them not.

23 Wherefore, O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in God that these things should be shown unto you, that thereby ye may repent of your sins, and suffer not that these murderous combinations shall get above you, which are built up to get power and gain—and the work, yea, even the work of destruction come upon you, yea, even the sword of the justice of the Eternal God shall fall upon you, to your overthrow and destruction if ye shall suffer these things to be."

Oh, my goodness! It is those " evil schemers [who] led the people into terrible wars " and the same "scheming leaders who oppressed them with burdensome taxes, who lulled them with hollow promises…" that are the threatening secret combination in the last days! and that threatens our very civilization just as their ilk caused "the death of millions and the final and total extinction of two great civilizations" in the Book of Mormon!

Could it be that the Prophet has identified the great secret combination in our day and warned us expressly about these evil schemers?

IV.    
 "Second, we must not be deterred or coerced into silence by the kinds of intimidation I have described. We must insist on our constitutional right and duty to exercise our religion, to vote our consciences on public issues and to participate in elections and debates in the public square and the halls of justice. These are the rights of all citizens and they are also the rights of religious leaders. ...

         “We must also insist on this companion condition of democratic government: when churches and their members or any other group act or speak out on public issues, win or lose, they have a right to expect freedom from retaliation. "  Elder Dallin H. Oaks, 13 Oct 2009

          Amen!

